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Synopsis

A landmark work of more than one hundred scholars, The Heritage Guide to the Constitution is a
unique line-by-line analysis explaining every clause of America’s founding charter and its
contemporary meaning.In this fully revised second edition, leading scholars in law, history, and
public policy offer more than two hundred updated and incisive essays on every clause of the
Constitution.From the stirring words of the Preamble to the Twenty-seventh Amendment, you will
gain new insights into the ideas that made America, important debates that continue from our

Founding, and the Constitution’s true meaning for our nation.
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Customer Reviews

The indispensable reference to the U.S. Constitution &#151; now fully revised and updatedLaw
students and attorneys, policy makers and ordinary citizens turn to The Heritage Guide to the
Constitution for insight into every clause of the most important governing charter in history.First
published in 2005, this unique and essential resource is a landmark in the rise of the originalist
school of constitutional interpretation. This revised edition takes into account a decade of Supreme
Court decisions and legal scholarship on such issues as gun rights, religious freedom, campaign
finance, civil rights, and health care reform.The Founding Fathers’ guiding principles remain
unchanged, yet a number of Supreme Court decisions over the last decade are a reminder that
those principles require a constant and spirited defense. The Heritage Guide is the first place to turn

for every layman, student, lawyer, and jurist preparing himself to join in that defense.Scholars David



Forte and Matthew Spalding have brought together 114 of their fellow experts in law, history, and
public policy to offer an authoritative and accessible introduction to every clause of the U.S.

Constitution, explaining its meaning, its history, and why it matters.

David F. Forte, Senior Editor, is Professor of Law at Cleveland State University, where he occupies
the Charles R. Emrick Jr.&#150;Calfee Halter & Griswold Endowed Chair. He holds a

bachelorA¢a —a,¢s degree from Harvard College, a masterA¢a -4,¢s from Manchester University,
England, a Ph.D. from the University of Toronto, and a law degree from Columbia
University.Matthew Spalding, Executive Editor, is Associate Vice President and Dean of Educational
Programs for Hillsdale College in Washington, D.C. The author of We Still Hold These Truths:
Rediscovering Our Principles, Reclaiming Our Future, he is also the Henry Salvatori Visiting Fellow
at The Heritage Foundation and a Senior Fellow at The Claremont Institute. He earned his doctorate
in government from the Claremont Graduate School.The revised second edition of The Heritage
Guide to the Constitution opens with a new foreword by Edwin Meese llI, the Attorney General of

the United States under President Ronald Reagan.

Excllent book on everything that is the foundation of the United States! You can use the book two
ways. First, you can just read it it cover to cover (recommended), and second, you can use as a
reference. | am continually amazed that there are so few citizens who have read and understood

the Constitution. This book helps you achieve both.

| am appellate lawyer who deals with Constitutional law and | bought this book as a reference text.
This is a great book. It sets out, in a very organized way, the United States Constitution. It then
breaks down each section by clause in detail, following each clause with a historical essay by
leading legal scholars. This should be the only text book for law schools teaching Constitutional

Law.You can get a preview by checking out the free, online Heritage Guide to the Constitution.

With all the resent discussions of Constitutional violation by our government, I've already been able
to thoroughly review several current issues. This book is an absolute must for every household with
high school or college students. | wish this book had been in my library for the last twenty-five years.

Gene Isom

| have only begun to read this book but so far it is wonderfully informative. | especially appreciate



the translation of all the ’legalese’ and the historical anecdotes. This book is for anyone who loves

the United States and wants to learn more about how we got to where we are today.

Excellent! Well written and easier to follow than most "history" books. Not textbook-like at all. More

of an adventure!

Excellent b mute Constitution and related documents, teaches you what you should have learned in
school. All US high Schools should use this book and a Constitution course should be mandatory
before graduating high school. Teaches how our Federal Govt should work and what it is actually
authorized to do, and what authority resides at the state levels. | highly recommend the book. The

only problem is that it is physically a large book.

| was hesitant to purchase this text for my Constitutional Law course. I'm so glad that | did! | saved
over $100 by purchasing the text from than | would have from my school bookstore! Course was

great!

Every American should have this book on their shelf, and refer to it when ever they hear something

is a Constitutional controversy.
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